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HISTORY OF SCOTLAND.

CHAPTER L
A NEW AGE FROM THE NORTH.

THE opening of the fifth century brought with it changes of
transcendent magnitude and importance in Europe. For
ages the arms of the South had overflowed the countries of
the North, but now the tide of conquest had turned, the
North was bearing down on the South, and that haughty
Power which had subjected to her sceptre so many tribes
and realms, was about to suffer in her turn the miseries of
foreign invasion, and taste the bitterness of a barbarian
yoke. These changes were preparatory to the erection of a
kingdom which was destined to flourish when the victories
of Rome had crumbled into dust.

We must here pause in order specially to note the dead-
lock into which the affairs of the world had come at this
great turning-point of its history. Its three leading nations
are seen to be unable to advance beyond the point at
which they had now arrived. Hence the necessity of
bringing new races upon the stage if the human march was
to go forward. 'This extraordinary position of matters must
be taken into account and distinctly apprehended if we

would intelligently follow the course of succeeding events ;
3 A



2 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND.

and especially if we would understand the place of the Scots
in general history, and the part they were selected to fulfil
in the cause of Christian civilisation and constitutional
liberty. It is here that we find the key of modern history.

Till this epoch the business of the world had been left in
the hands of the Jew, the Greek, and the Roman. These
were its three leading nations. The march of all three
was towards the same goal, but they approached it on
separate lines. The world’s work was too onerous to be
undertaken by any one of them singly, and accordingly we
see it partitioned among the three, in fit correspondence
with the age in which each flourished, and the peculiar
idiosyncrasy with which each had been endowed.

Each rendered a distinet, and, in truth, brilliant contribu-
tion to the world’s one work. The Jew came first ; for his
share of the mighty labour had respect to the foundations.
He presented us, although in figure and symbol, with a
system of spiritual truth, to which we have been able to
make no material addition, and which we accept as by far
the mightiest instrumentality for regenerating the race, and
building up society. The Greeks followed, furnishing us, by
means of their great thinkers, with the laws of thought, and
moulding for us, by their great orators, the most melodious of
the tongues of earth. Last of all came the Roman. After
the spiritual and the intellectual had been supplied by his
two predecessors, the Roman added the political. He
gathered the scattered races into one empire, and taught
them to be obedient to one law. So far the work was
done, but done only up to a certain point. At this point
the workers found themselves arrested, and farther progress
impossible to them ; but though they left their great task
incomplete, the world never can forget what it owes to
those who sowed the first seeds of that rich inheritance of
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truth and knowledge and liberty which awaits it in the
future.

These three workers—the Jew, the Greek, the Roman—
had brought the human family to the confine of a new age,
but they were unable to conduct them across the boundary.
At the portals of this new era they must demit their func-
tions as the pioneers in the human march, and from the van,
which they had occupied till now, they must fall into the
rear, and leave to others a work which they were no longer
able to carry forward. In truth the very fitness of these
three nations to do the world’s work in the times that pre-
ceded the advent of Christianity, made them unfit for doing
it in the times that followed that great revolution. All
three had been engrossed with the forms of knowledge,
rather than with knowledge itself. They had seen and
handled only the images or pictures of truth. This in pro-
cess of time produced an intellectual and moral incapacity
to apprehend the verities which lay hid beneath the forms
and symbols with which they were versant. The Jew
would have given us a religion of the letter, but he never
would have given us a religion of the spirit. The
Greek would have given us a philosophy of syllogism, but
never would he have given us a philosophy of fact. And
the Roman would have given us a polity shaped by a power
outside society, but not a polity springing from forces acting
from within—a polity in accordance with the will of Ceesar,
but not in harmony with the rights and wishes of humanity.
In a word, the Jew never would have evolved Christianity,
nor the Greek the Baconian philosophy, nor the Roman con-
stitutional government.

Under this incapacity did all three labour, hence the
arrest of the world ; nor was it possible for it to resume
its march till fresh races had come forward to break through
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the trammels in which long custom had enchained the
old nations. The Jew had lived two thousand years amid
ceremonial ordinances and ritualistic observances. These
had become to him a second nature: they were to him
what the senses of seeing, hearing, and handling are to the
soul ; and should he be cut off from the means by which
he held intercourse with the spiritual world, truth would be
placed beyond his reach, and he would account himself con-
demned to dwell in a world of utter isolation. He would
have resisted the change as he would have resisted the
destruction of truth itself,—for to the Jew the change was
equivalent to the destruction of truth. Had it depended
on the Jew, the Temple would have been still standing, the
sacrifices of bullocks and rams still burning on its altar,
and the sublime doctrines of Christianity still shining dimly
through the veils of ceremony and type.

His syllogistic philosophy had as completely enslaved the
Greek as his ceremonial religion had fettered the Jew ; and
the former equally with the latter needed emancipation.
The Greek was familiar with but the form of wisdom. His
philosophy was a philosophy of ingenious speculations and
syllogistic reasonings. It assumed as its basis not the ascer-
tained facts of the natural and moral worlds, but the con-
ceptions or dreams which had their birth in the minds of
the great thinkers who stood at the head of their respective
schools. Lyrics of melting sweetness, epics of thrilling and
tragic grandeur, statues of dazzling beauty, philosophies
theoretically perfect, only lacking foundation in nature, the
loves, revels, and battles of gods and goddesses that did not
exist, celebrated in an empyrean, which was as unreal and
imaginary as the divinities with which the Greek imagina-
tion had peopled it: all this and much more the Greek could
‘and did give us; but a science with enough of truth and
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substance in it to form a solid basis for the arts of life, such
as those which the modern world has at its service, the
Greek could not give us, because he turned away from the
quarter where alone the materials for such a science are to
be found. He refused to look at nature. Shirking the
patient induction of facts, and the careful registration of
laws, he set his imagination to work, and that enchantress
found for him the materials on which his wondrous intellect
worked, and out of which it wove these brilliant but base-
less philosophies, which dazzled the world before the advent
of Christianity.

And so was it as regards the Roman. He excelled all
the nations that had been before him in the order and
organisation of his empire, but that very organisation at
last fettered his mind, stereotyped all his ideas in that special
department of the world’s work which had been committed
to him; and henceforward the farther progress of the race
under the Roman became impossible. His empire was but
a vast political machine for carrying out the will of one man.
His scheme of government took no cognisance of individual
rights ; it did not train the citizen in independence and self-
government ; it made no provision for gathering up and
combining the myriad wishes of the people into one supreme
sentiment or will, and making that the governing power.
The day of constitutional and representative government was
yet afar off. The despotism of Rome was perhaps the most
lenient, the most equitable, and the most moral despotism
which has ever, either before or since, flourished upon the
earth. It was a despotism, nevertheless, and the more its
organisation was perfected, the more complete and irresist-
ible that despotism became, being but the vehicle for carry-
ing into effect that one will which the empire made supreme
over all rights, over all liberties, and over all consciences.
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The government of Rome, although unrivalled in point of
organisation among the governments of the ancient world,
could, by the very necessity of its constitution, only work
downwards,—it never would have elevated the masses into
self-government ; it never could have given liberty.

Thus all three nations, at the period we speak of, had
come into a dead-lock. The Jew could not get beyond
Moses ; the Greek could not advance beyond Plato ; and the
Roman could not rise above Ceasar. The Jew, while the
spell of ritualism was upon him, would never have worked
his way to the doctrine of Justification by faith. The Greek,
bound in the fetters of syllogism, and not daring to stray
beyond the narrow confine of his own ratiocination—that
unfathomed and inexhaustible well of wisdom in his eyes—
never would have given the world the mariner’s compass,
the printing press, the steam-engine, and the mechanical
and chemical arts, which so abundantly minister to the
comforts and elegancies of modern life. And the Roman,
with the yoke of imperialism on his thoughts, would never
have introduced the era of free parliaments and constitu-
tional government. Here, then, the world had halted, and
over this same spot we should have found it anchored
to-day had not a new objective revelation been made to all
three—to the Jew the Cross; to the Greek, Nuature; and
to the Roman, Society.

But the old nations were not able to enter the new road
now opened to them. The Jew disdained to accept the
religion of the Cross. The Greek showed equal contempt
for the teaching of Nature. And the Roman refused to
make his government conformable to the laws and rights of
Society. The enchaining power of habit, the blinding
prestige of past achievemeiit, and the pride of high attain-
ment, incapacitated all three for compliance with the great
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intellectual and spiritual revolution, which was needed if
the world was to advance. The Greek and the Roman
were no more able than the Jew to become as a little child,
that they might enter this new kingdom. The Great Ruler,
therefore, made choice of a new race, and into their hands
was the world’s farther progress committed—a race, which
having no past to forget, and no acquisitions to unlearn,
might sit down, docile and obedient, at the feet of new
and better instructors, and in process of time resume the
work at the point where their predecessors had left it.

Such a race was at that hour growing up amid the
forests of northern Europe. That race was strong in those
very points in which the Greek and Roman peoples were
weak. Self-reliance and the passion of individual freedom
were powerfully developed in them; and when, as after-
wards happened, the Divine graft of Christianity, and the
human product of Greek and Roman culture, came to be
incorporated with that hardy stock, the result in due
course was a race of more varied faculty, and capable of a
wider and higher civilisation than any nation that had yet
flourished on the earth. Hence that great revolution,
which divided the ancient from the modern times : a revolu-
tion in which the heavens and the earth that had been of
old—to use the sublime metaphor in which the Hebrew
Seers had foretold that grand transition—were taken down,
and the ecclesiastical, the literary and the political firma-
ments shaken and removed. We behold the world of the
Jew, the Greek, and the Roman dissolving in ruins, that the
new heavens and the new earth of spiritual Christianity
and constitutional liberty may be set up.



CHAPTER IL

THE SERVICES OF THE SCOTS TO CHRISTIANITY IN THE
MIDDLE AGES.

THE Scots are missing from the roll of barbarous nations
that descended from the North in the fifth century upon the
Roman empire and overturned it. Historians have been
careful to enumerate the other races that left their homes
in the deserts of Scythia at this eventful epoch, and journeyed
southward on a mission of transcendent consequence to the
world, though unknown to themselves. The Huns, the
Vandals, the Lombards, and other nationalities whose
existence was unknown till the gates of the North opened
and suddenly revealed them to the world, all figure in that
terrible drama. But the Scots have been passed over in
silence. Yet the truth is that the Scots ought to have stood
at the head of this roll, inasmuch as they formed the van of
the procession, and had an important part to play in the
great revolution that foHowed the advent of these races.
This omission on the part of historians is not surprising.
The Scots came early, in fact, pioneered the movement.
We are accustomed to connect this uprising of the fresh,
unbroken, vigorous barbarism of the North upon the effem-
inate and corrupt civilisation of the South with the fifth
century. Asa general date this may be accepted as accurate,
for in that century this great. ethnical movement was in full
flood, but in truth this upheaval of the nations neither began
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nor ended in the fifth century. It had been begun before
the Christian era. Rome was yet in her zenith : along the
vast sweep of her frontier no enemy dared show himself’;
and, far as her eye could gaze into the wildernesses beyond,
sign of danger there was none. Yet even then the first con-
tingent of what was to grow in the future into a myriad
host, was on the move, but their march was with steps so:
noiseless that Rome neither heard nor heeded their advance ;
and when at last she came to have some knowledge of their
peregrinations, the matter had no interest for her. Looking
with eyes of pride, she deemed their movements not deserv- -
ing her notice. The Scots were to her but a tribe of herds-
men and fighters, wandering hither and thither in quest of
richer pastures, or it might be of more exciting combats. It
was not likely that they would court battle with her legions.
With the warrior tribes of Scythia, their neighbours, they
might engage, but surely they would never invite destruction
by thrusting themselves upon the bosses of her empire ;—so
did Rome reason. In what a different light would she have
viewed the matter had Fate lifted the curtain, and shown
her behind this little vanguard the terrible and almost end-
less procession of barbarous nations that was to follow—the
Frank, the Goth, the Suevi, the Ostro-Goth, the Hun, the
Vandal, the Lombard, and others from the same mysterious
and inexhaustible region. In the southward march of this
little company of Scot¢ the mistress of the world would have
heard the first knell of her empire.

The descent of the Scots from the North was divided by
a considerable interval from that of the other nations. This
is another circumstance that has prevented historians view-
ing the Scottish race as an integral part of the great irrup-
tion of the Scythean nations. The Scots left their original
settlements probably about the times of the first Caesar;
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but it was nottill the last emperors had filled up the cup
of Rome’s oppression, and of the nations’ endurance, that
the full stream of northern invasion began to flow. The
four or five centuries that intervene betwixt the appearance
of the Scots on the scene, and that of the hordes which
were the last to issue from the gates of the North, do not
affect the character of the movement, or invalidate the
claim of the first, any more than it does that of the last, to
be ranked as actors in this great providential drama. The
Scots opened it in truth. They were sprung of the same
stock as those who succeeded them ; their dwellings had
been placed under the same iron sky; they had buffeted
with the same northern blasts; they had tasted privation,
and learned endurance on the same sterile earth ; the same
mysterious impulse acted on them that moved the others;
and we are shut up to speak of them as part of that great
torrent of emigrants which may be variously described as
warriors or as missionaries, according as we view the work
— destruction or restoration — they were sent forth to
execute.

Another circumstance which tended to mislead historians,
and to hide from their view the connection of the early
Scottish immigration with the great movement which re-
quired centuries for its accomplishment, and which was so
prolific in ethnical and political changes, was the compara-
tive smallness of the numbers of the Scots. They were a
mere handful compared with the swarms—countless as the
sands of the sea—that followed them. This hid the import-
ance of the movement from the age in which it took place,
and has helped to conceal its peculiar character and pre-
eminent significance from succeeding times. A contemporary
historian, Ammianus Marcellinus, speaks disdainfully of the
Scoti as “wanderers,” whose migratory steps and shifting
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encampments it were bootless attempting to follow. To-day
on this stream, to-morrow on the banks of that, as the
necessities of water and pasturage demand, but ever hold-
ing on their course, by slow stages, to the south, and
summer by summer drawing nearer the line guarded by the
victorious standards of Rome. Even should they cross that
line, why should Rome take alarm, or tremble for her
empire? Her realms are wide enough surely to afford
water and pasturage to the flocks of those roaming herds-
men without greatly taxing her own resources. Or should
they drop their peaceful pursuits, and transform themselves
into warriors, were they likely to cause undue dismay to
the legions, or put their valour to any severe test? A
capable statesman would have read this apparently trivial
incident differently. He would have seen more in it than
met the eye; and instead of counting the number of those
he saw, he would have essayed to compute the millions or
myriads he did not see, and which lay concealed in the
dark recesses of the north. The appearance of these roving
bands gave sure intimation that there were forces at work
in the heart of the Scythean nations that might yet breed
danger to Rome. They warned her to set her house in
order, for she should die and not live. 'Who could guess
how many swarms, far larger than the present, the same
vast, populous, but unknown region might send forth; and
having once tasted the corn and wine, the milk and honey
of the south, it would not be easy to compel these hungry
immigrants to go back to the niggard soils and scanty
harvests which they had left behind them.

But able statesmen was just what the Rome of that age
signally lacked. It is always so with empires fated to fall.
Decay is seen at the council table before it has become
manifest in the field. Corruption creeps in among the
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senators of a State, then discipline and valour forsake its
armies. But even had Rome been as plentifully as she was
sparingly supplied with sagacious statesmen, it is hard to
say whether any forecast could then have been formed of
the danger that impended. That danger was new ; it was
wholly unknown to former ages. Till now the ethnic stream
had flowed in the opposite direction. The South had sent
her prolific swarms northward to people the empty spaces
around the pole. That the tide should turn : that the North
should pour down upon the South, overwhelming the labours
of a thousand years in a flood of barbarism, and quenching the
lights of science and art in the darkness of a northern night,
was what no one could then have presaged. The Roman
sentinel who first descried on the northern horizon the
roving tents of the Scottish herdsmen, and marked that
morning by morning they were pitched nearer the frontier
he guarded, had the coming hailstorm prognosticated to
him, but he could not read the portent. He failed to see
in these wanderers the pioneer corps of a mighty army, which
lay bound on the frozen steppes of the north, but which was
about to be loosed, and roll down horde on horde on the
fair cities of Italy, and the fruitful fields of the Romans.

In the march of these nations we see the advent of a new
age. The world, as we have already said, had stopped, and
had a second time to be put in motion. We now see it
started on lines that admitted of a truer knowledge and a
more stable liberty than it had heretofore enjoyed, or ever
could have reached on the old track. But first must come
dissolution. Much of what the wisdom and labour of former
ages had accumulated had now become mere obstruction,
and had to be cleared away. This was a work to which
the nations of the classic “‘eountries would never have put
their hands. So far from destroying, they would have done
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their utmost to preserve the splendid inheritance of law, of
empire, of religion, and of art, which the wisdom, the arms,
and the genius of their fathers had bequeathed to them.
But no veneration for these things restrained the children of
the savage North. The world of Greek art and Roman power,
into the midst of which they had been so suddenly projected,
fell beneath their sturdy blows.

Like a great rock falling from a lofty mountain, so fell the
Gothic tribes upon the ancient world. Codes and philoso-
phies, schools and priesthoods, thrones, altars, and armies,
were all prostrated before this rolling mass of northern
barbarism, broken like a potsherd, ground to dust; and
thus a political and mythological order of things, which
might otherwise have lingered on the earth for long cen-
turies, and kept the nations rotting in vice and sunk in
slavery, was swept away.

It has been customary to raise a wail over the destruction
of letters and arts by the breaking in of this sudden tempest.
But, in truth, letters and arts had already perished. It was
not the Goth that wrought this literary havoe, it was the
effeminate and dissolute Roman, it was the sensuous and
enslaved Greek. The human intellect was no longer capable
of producing, hardly even was it capable of appreciating,
what former ages had produced ; and never, to all appear-
ance, would the world have recovered its healthy tone but
for the new blood which the northern races poured into it.

Nor had the world lost only its literary and artistic
power, it had lost still more signally its moral vigour. The
records of the times disclose a hideous and appalling picture.
They show us a world broken loose from every moral restraint,
greedily giving itself to every form of abominable wickedness,
and rushing headlong to perdition. Greek and Roman society
was too rotten to sustain the graft of Christianity. It was
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on that old trunk that it was set at first, and there its
earliest blossoms were put forth ; but the stock to which it
was united lacked moral robustness to nourish the plant into
a great tree which might cover the nations with its boughs.
That plant was already beginning to sicken and die; the
living had been united to the dead, and if both were not
to perish the union must be broken, and Christianity set
free from its companion which was hastening to the tomb.
It was at this juncture that the Goths came down and saved
the world by destroying it.

The work of bringing in the new age consisted of two
parts. The Old had to be broken up and removed, and
over the field thus cleared had to be scattered the seeds from
which the New was to spring. This work was partitioned
among the newly arrived nations. To certain of them was
assigned the work of demolition. To others the nobler
part of reconstruction. The fiercer of these tribes were to
slay and burn. But when the Hun, the Vandal, and the
Goth had done their work, the Scots were to come forward,
and to lay, not by the force of arms, but by the mightier
power of principles, the foundation of a new and better
order of things. But they must, first, themselves be en-
lightened, before they could be light-bearers to a world now
plunged into the darkness of a two-fold night. They had
to stand apart, outside the immediate theatre on which the
tempests of barbarian war were overturning thrones and
scourging nations, till the sword had done its work, and
then their mission of reconstruction would begin.

It may startle the reader to be told that it is to this little
pioneer band of northmen, the Scots to wit, that the modern
world owes its evangelical Christianity. This may appear
a too bold assertion, and one for which it is impossible to
find authority or countenance in history. Let the reader,
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however, withhold his surprise till he has examined the
trains of proof we have to lay before him, and we venture
to anticipate that before he has closed the volume he will
find himself shut up to the same conclusion, or at least he
will find himself much nearer agreement with us than he
now deems possible.

The honour of preserving Christianity, and transmitting
it to modern times, is commonly awarded to Rome. She,
herself, claims to have performed this great office to the
nations of Europe. The claim has been so often advanced,
and so generally concurred in, that now it passes as true,
and is held a fact that admits neither of challenge nor of
denial. It is nevertheless a vulgar fallacy. The history of
all the ages since the era of the Gothic invasion refuses to
indorse this claim, and assigns the honour to another and
far humbler society. An error of so long standing, and
which has come to be so generally entertained, can be
met only by the clear, full, and continuous testimony of
history ; and this we shall produce as, stage by stage, and
century by century, we unfold the transactions of churches
and nations. But it may not be amiss to glance generally
at the subject here.

What do we see taking place as soon as the Gothic
tempests have come to an end, and something like settled
order has again been established in Europe? From the
sixth century onward pilgrim-bands of pious and earnest
preachers are seen traversing the various countries. In the
midst of perils, of poverty, and of toil, these scholars and
divines—for they have been taught letters and studied
scripture at the feet of renowned teachers—have come forth
to enlighten races which have been baptised but not in-
structed, which have bowed before the chair of the Pontiff,
but have not bowed before the cross of the Saviour. We
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behold them prosecuting their mission on the plains of
France, among the woods of (lermany, and in the cities of
Ttaly. Scarce is there tribe or locality in the vast space
extending betwixt the Apennines and the shores of Iceland
which these indefatigable missionaries do not visit, and
where they do not succeed in gaining disciples for the
Christian faith. As one generation of these preachers dies
off, another rises to take its place, and carry on its work ;
and thus the evangelical light is kept burning throughout
these ages, which were not so dark as we sometimes believe
them to have been, and as they certainly would have been
but for the exertions of these pious men. The monkish
chroniclers have done their best to bury the memory of these
simple evangelists, by disguising, or perverting, or wholly
expunging their record; but we trace their footsteps by the
very attempts of their enemies to obliterate them, as also by
the edicts of popes to suppress their missions; and especially
do we see their traces in the literary and theological writings
they left behind them in the various countries they visited,
and which modern research has drawn forth from the dark-
ness of the museums and convents to which they had been
consigned, and where for ages they had slumbered. We
have a farther monument of the labours of this great mis-
sionary host in the training institutions which they planted
in France and Germany and the north of Italy, and which
existed for centuries as nurseries of missionaries and schools
of evangelical light, but which eventually fell as evangelical
posts, and were seized and made the foundation of Romish
institutions.

‘Who sent forth these missionaries ? From what school or
church did they come? Was it Rome which commissioned
those evangelists to teach the ignorant and savage tribes she
had received within her fold, and on whose persons she had
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sprinkled her baptismal water, but whose hearts she had
not purified by communicating to them a knowledge of the
truth? No! these preachers had never visited the *thres-
hold of the Apostles.” Rome disowned them. They had
come from the missionary schools of Iona and of Ireland.
They were Scotsmen from Ireland and Scotland—the two
countries which were at that time the common seat of the
Scottish nation.

These northern evangelists soon find coadjutors. As
they pass on through the countries of Europe they kindle in
the hearts of others the same missionary fire that burns so
strongly in their own. Little parties of natives, whose souls
their words have stirred, gather round them, and take part
with them in their work. We see them opening schools on
the Rhine, in the forests of France, and south as far as the
Alps; gathering the native youth into them, and having
instructed them in divine things, they send them forth to
instruct their countrymen. It was thus that the rill of
living water from Iona, as it flowed onward, widened into a
river, and at last expanded into a flood which refreshed the
thirsty lands over which it diffused its waters. These mis-
sionaries from the Scottish shores had not a little to do, we
cannot doubt, with that remarkable awakening which the
eleventh and twelfth centuries witnessed in the south of
France, and which drew whole populations to the Evan-
gelical faith. Along the foot of the Alps sounded forth the
same gospel which had been preached on the shores of the
lake of Galilee in the first century; and the provinces of
Languedoc and Dauphiné became vocal with the lays of the
Troubadours, who published, in their rich and melodious
language, the evangelical tenets. Next came the sermons of
the Barbes; and lastly there appeared in the field a yet more
potential .instrumentality, which at once quickened and con-

I B
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solidated the movement. This was the translation of the
New Testament into the Romance language ; believed to be
the earliest vernacular version of modern times. The print-
ing press was not then in existence; and copies of the
Romance New Testament could be produced not otherwise
than by the skill of slow and laborious scribes: but a speedier
and wider diffusion was given the truths of the inspired
volume by the travelling Troubadours, who recited them in
song in the towns and villages of southern France. Barons,
provinces and cities joined the movement, and it seemed, as
if in obedience to the summons sent forth from Iona, the
Reformation was to break out, and the world to be spared
three centuries of spiritual oppression and darkness.

But the morning which it was believed had already opened,
was suddenly turned into the ‘“shadow of death.” The
most astute of all the mitred chiefs who have ruled the world
from the Vatican now stood up. With Innocent III. came
the crusades. Armies of soldiers and inquisitors poured down
from the Alps to extinguish a movement which menaced the
kingdom of Rome with ruin. The smiling provinces of
Languedoc and Dauphiné were converted into deserts. The
crusaders, armed with sword and torch, reddened the earth
with blood, and darkened the sky with the smoke of burn-
ing towns. But this terrible blow did not extirpate this
evangelical movement. In countries more remote from the
seat of the Papal power, the missionary still dared to go
forth sowing the good seed ; and here and there, in convents,
or in forests, or in the shady lanes and nooks of city,
individual souls, or little companies, enlightened from above,
fed in secret on the heavenly bread, and quenched their
thirst with living water. So did matters continue till the
days of Wycliffe. Wycliffe and his Lollards took up the
work of the Elders of Tona. After Wycliffe came John Huss;
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and after Huss came Luther, and with the rising of Luther
the darkness had fulfilled its period. Before expiring at the
stake, Huss had foretold that a “hundred years must revolve,”
and then a great voice would be heard, and to that voice the
nations would give ear. The words of the martyr did not
fall to the ground. The century passed on amid the thunders
of the Hussite victories. And now the number of its years
are complete, and the skies of Europe are seen to brighten,
not this time with an evanescent and transitory gleam which
after awakening the hopes of men is to fade away into the
night, but with a light that is to wax and grow till it shall
have attained the splendour of the perfect day. Such are
the historic links that connect the first missionary band that
is seen to issue from Iona in the seventh century, with the
great army of evangelists and teachers, with Luther at
their head, which makes its appearance in the sixteenth
century.

What share has Rome in this work ¢ Her claim is, that
she is the successor of the apostles, and that to her the
nations were committed, that she might feed and rule them.
Where is the seal and signature of this? If she is the Light
of the world, and its one Light as she claims to be, it must
be just as easy to trace her passage along the ages as it is to
trace the path of the sun in the firmament. The one can no
more be hidden in history than the other can be hidden in
the sky—their beams must reveal both. Where is the
splendour Rome sheds on the world ? We do not mean the
splendour of power, of wealth, of authority; of that sort of
magnificence there is more than enough: but where is the
splendour of knowledge, of piety, of truth, of holiness ¢ We
see her exalting her chief bishop to the throne of Cesar, and,
to maintain his state as a temporal monarch, enriching him
with the territories, and adorning him with the crowns of
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three kings whom she had conquered by the arms of the
Franks. Entered on the road of worldly ambition the
Roman church makes for herself a great position among the
princes and nations of Europe. She has armies at her ser-
vice ; her riches are immense, her resources are boundless ;
but what use does she make of her brilliant opportunities
and vast influence ? We see her building superb cathedrals,
setting up episcopal thrones, loading her clergy with wealth
and titles ; but what efforts does she make to instruct and
Christianise the ignorant and superstitious nations of the
north who had now come to occupy southern Europe, and
whom she had received within her pale? Where are the
mission-schools she founds? where are the preachers she
sends forth? and where are the copies of the Secriptures
which she translates and circulates ? The new races, though
under the crook of the Christian shepherd, are still sub-
stantially the same in heart and life as when they lived in
their native forests. They have been led to the baptismal
font, and entered on the church rolls, but other Christian-
isation they have not received from Rome.

From the fifth century onward any assistance which
Christianity received from the Church of Rome was incid-
ental. The order established at the beginning was Chris-
tianity first, and the church second. DBut after the fifth
century, to take the latest date, that order was completely
inverted. Henceforward it was the church first, and Chris-
tianity second. The main and immediate object was lost
sight of. Instead of a spiritual empire which should
embrace all nations, and be ruled by the sceptre of the
Heavenly King, Rome aspired to build up a monarchy
which should excel that of Casar, with a loftier throne for
her earthly head, and wider realms for her sway, and she
recognised Christianity only in so far as it might be helpful
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to her in the execution of her vast project. She soon came
to see that an adulterated Christianity would serve her
purpose better than the pure and simple gospel, and she
now began to work her way steadily back to old paganism.
It was the speediest way of procuring reverence in the eyes
of barbarous nations, and of reconciling them to her yoke.
These were the conversions which illustrated the power of
the ““church” in the sixth and seventh centuries.

This was the Christianity which the Church of Rome
propagated east and west, and which she transmitted to
modern times. This was the Christianity which she sent
Boniface to preach to the Germans; and this, too, was the
Christianity which she missioned Augustine and his monks
to proclaim to the Saxons. This is the only Christianity
which we find in the Church of Leo X., at the close of the
dark ages, when the new times were about to open in the
Chiristianity which Luther found partly in the Old Bible of
the Erfurt Library, and partly in the proscribed doctrines of
Wiyecliffe and Huss. The Christianity of the age of Leo X.
was Paganism. The demoniac worship and hideous vices
of the age of the Cesars would have been rampant in
Europe at this day, but for the great missionary enterprise
of the seventh and following centuries which had its first
inception in the school and church of Icolmkill. An utter
arid desert would the middle ages have been but for the
hidden waters, which, issuing from their fountain-head in
the Rock of Iona—smitten like the ancient rock that the
nations might drink—flowed in a thousand secret channels
throughout Europe. ]

True, there were individual souls who knew the truth
and fed upon it in secret, and who lived holy lives. But
they were the exceptions, and their light is all the sweeter
and lovelier from the dark sky in which they are seen. We
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speak of the general drift and current of the Roman Church.
The set of that current, as attested by the policy of her
popes, and the edicts and teaching of her councils, was away
from Apostolic Christianity, and steadily and with ever
increasing velocity and force towards the paganism of old
Rome. The laudations which the monkish chroniclers have
pronounced on the Roman Church can avail but little in the
face of the public monuments of the times which are over-
whelmingly condemnatory of that church. These chroniclers
naturally wished to glorify their own organisation, and their
knowledge of Christianity being on a par with that of their
church, they wrote as they believed. But we cannot make
the same excuse for later historians, who have been content
to repeat, one after the other, the fables of the monkish
writers. They ought to have looked with their own eyes,
instead of using the eyes of the “holy fathers,” and they
ought to have interpreted more truthfully the monuments of
history, which are neither few nor difficult to read; and if
they had done so they would have been compelled to
acknowledge, that if Christianity has been preserved and
transmitted to us, it has been preserved and transmitted in
spite of the efforts of Rome, continued through successive
centuries, and perseveringly put forth to disguise, to corrupt,
and to destroy the Christian faith.

There is another service which the laudators of the
Roman Church have credited her with, but which we must
take leave to challenge. She preserved and transmitted,
say they, letters and arts. They are loud in praise of her
fine genius and the patronage she lavished on men of letters,
and they are pleased to compare her taste and enlighten-
ment with the Vandalic barbarism, as they style it, of the
Reformation. History télls another tale, however. The
unvarnished fact is, that under the reign of Papal Rome,
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letters and arts were lost, and what the “church” suffered
to be lost to the world she never would have been able to
recover for it. The vulgar imagination pictures mediseval
Europe astir from side to side, with busy hives of industrious
monks, who devote their days and nights to original studies,
or to the transcription of the writings of the ancients. The
picture is wholly imaginary. We see the monks busy in
their cells; but about what are they busy? With what
occupations do they fill up the vacant spaces in the weary
routine of their daily functions? Who are their favourite
authors ? What books lie open before them? Of this
learned and studious race, as the imagination has painted
them, few have Latin enough to understand the Vulgate.
Not one of them can read a page of the Greek or Hebrew
Bible. The sacred tongues have been lost in Christendom.
The great writers of Pagan antiquity have no charms for
the ecclesiastics of that age. They take the parchments to
which the grand thoughts of the ancients had been com-
mitted, and to what use do they put them? They
“ palimpsest ” them, and over the page from which they
have effaced the glorious lines traced by a Homer or a
Virgil, they gravely write their own stupid legends. It is
thus they preserve letters! What fruit has come of the
toils of the laborious race of schoolmen, who flourished from
the twelfth to the fourteenth century? The modern world
has long since pronounced its verdict on that mass of
ingenious speculation which they have transmitted to us,
fondly believing that they were leaving a heritage which
posterity never would let die. That verdict is—¢rubbish,
simply rubbish.” It is utterly worthless, and is now wholly
disused, unless, it may be, to back up a papal brief, or to
furnish materials for the compilation of a text-book for
some popish seminary. A few names belonging to those
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ages have survived ; but the great multitude have gone into
" utter oblivion. Bede, and Anselm, and Lafrane, and Bernard,
and Aquinas, and Abelard, and a few more have escaped
extinction. But what are these few when distributed over
so many ages! What are six or a dozen stars in a night of
a thousand years !

The truth is that we owe the revival of letters to the
Turk ; but the sense of obligation need not oppress us, see-
ing the service was done unwittingly. It was no part of the
Turk’s plan to make it day in the West, when his arms
plunged the East into night : yet this was what happened.
‘When Constantinople fell in the fifteenth century, the scholars
of the Greek empire sought refuge in Europe, carrying with
them the treasures of antiquity. These they scattered over
the West. A new world was unfolded to the eyes of men
in Europe. The original tongues of the Scriptures, Hebrew
and Greek, were recovered. The immortal works of ancient
Greece and Rome were again accessible. These were eagerly
read and studied : thought was stimulated, mind strength-
ened, the age was illupinated by a new splendour, and
modern genius, kindling its torch at the lamp of ancient
learning, aspired to rival the great masters of former days.
The Reformation arriving in the following century the move-
ment was deepened, and its current directed towards a
higher goal than it otherwise would ever have attained.
But it must be noted that the Renaissance broke on no
Europe bathed, as the result of the genial patronage of
Popes, in the splendour of letters and arts; it rose on a
Europe shrouded in intellectual and spiritual darkness. We
must except Celtic literature and art, of which many monu-
ments still remain scattered up and down in the museums
and libraries of Europe,—the attesting proofs of the refine-
ment that accompanied the great missionary enterprise of
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which we have spoken. This Celtic art was indigenous to
Scotland, and in simple beauty was excelled by no art of
any country or age.

But the new learning which the Renaissance brought with
it found only a limited number of patrons and disciples
among the hierarchy of Rome. We must go to the camp
of the Reformation to find the scholars of the age. At
Wittenberg, not at Rome, was the true seat of the Renais-
sance. The Grecians and Hebraists, the jurists, historians,
and poets of the time are found among the reformers. The
court of Leo X. was rich in dancers, musicians, players,
jugglers, painters, courtezans, but it had little besides to
boast of. When the Pope sought among his theologians for
some one to proceed to Germany and extinguish the rising
flame of the Reformation, he could find only Dr Eck and
Cardinal Cajetan, and the armour of these champions was
shivered at the first onset of Luther, and they were fain to
shelter themselves from the piercing shafts of his logic behind
the agis of the papal authority. The Pope can hardly claim
Raphael and Michael Angelo. True, they worked for him, .
and took his wages—as they were entitled to do—but they
declined submission to his creed. The same may be said of
the two earlier and mightier names, Dante and Petrarch :
they were Protestants at the core. Rome meted out perse-
cution to them when alive, and appropriated their glory
when dead. To do the Popes justice, however, they have
enriched the world with one work of prodigious magnitude,
the Bullarium, to wit. It is a monument of their labour ;
we wish we could add, of their charity.

It is with sincere regret that we find ourselves unable to
write better things of a “ Church ” which has stood so long
before history, which has occupied so unrivalled a position,
and which has enjoyed unequalled opportunities of benefiting






CHAPTER IIIL
A SECOND MORNING IN SCOTLAND.

Wz have seen the Goths summoned from their native forests
to shake into ruin the “heavens” and the ‘“earth ” of the
ancient world. These structures had served their end, and
must now be removed to make room for a political and social
constitution better fitted for the development of the race,
and the wider and more varied career on which they were
about to enter. So vast a change could not be accomplished
without the destruction of much that was intrinsically valu-
able, as well as of much that was no better than super-
annuated lumber. It was a world that was to be destroyed.
The authority of ancient schools, the sanctity of ancient
religions, and the prestige of ancient empires, round which
had gathered the glory of arms and of arts—on all had
doom been pronounced, and all must go down together into
destruction, and lie whelmed in a common ruin. Like the
house of the leper, the old world of Paganism and paganised-
Christianity must be razed to its very foundations, its stones
and timber removed, and the ground on which it stood
purified by fire, before the new structure can safely be
set up.

For two whole centuries the sky of Europe was darkened
by storm after storm. The northern hail did its work with
impartial and unpitying thoroughness. It fell alike on Pagan
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shrine and Christian sanctuary, on Arian and orthodox, on
the man of equestrian rank and the tiller of the soil, on the
proud trophies of war and the beautiful creations of genius.
‘What the Hun had spared the Vandal destroyed, and what
escaped the rage of the Vandal perished by the fury of
succeeding hordes. The calamity was tremendous, and
seemed irreparable. Yet no shock less terrible could have
lifted the world out of the groove in which it had been
working three thousand years, in the course of which it had
so stereotyped its methods, both of thought and of action,
that progress had become impossible to it. If affairs had
been left to their ordinary course, instead of pushing boldly
on into the future, the human race would have dwelt with
morbid tenacity upon its past, ever attempting to come up
to the tide-mark of former achievement, but ever falling
short of it, yet working on under a growing languor, till,
wearied out by its abortive efforts, it would have sunk at last
into the slumber of senility and dotage.

We have seen races first stagnate, then rot, and finally
pass out of sight. “Turkey is dying for want of Turks.”
The exhaustion, physical, intellectual, and moral, which is
rapidly converting into a desert a region once so populous in
men and cities, and still so highly favoured by nature, would
have been the fate of both the Eastern and Western worlds.
The work of Rome in years to come would have been to
bury the nations she had conquered; and this task performed,
there would have remained to her but one other, even that
of digging her own grave and celebrating her own obsequies.
This catastrophe, which so surely impended over the world,
was averted by the terrific blasts which rushed down upon
the dying nations, bringing life upon their wings, by mingling
or replacing the corpse-like-men with new races, whose
bodies were hardy, whose minds wore no fetters, who courted
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danger, loved freedom, and who saw before them the inspir-
ing vision of a grand future.

A comprehensive survey of the whole terrible drama, from
the first bursting of the northern barrier to the final settle-
ment of the ten Gothic kingdoms, warrants the conclusion
that the latter and nobler half of the work, that even of
building up and restoring, was allotted to the Scots. The
other races, it is true, were permitted to share so far in the
good work of restoration, though the burden of their mission
was mainly to destroy. The Franks, the Lombards, and the
Ostro-Goths set up in their several provinces the land-marks
of political order after the deluge had subsided. The new
Italian race resumed the work of the ancient Greeks, follow-
ing them longo intervallo in the arts of music, of sculpture,
and of painting. The Franks, too, though not till after the
renaissance, aspired to imitate the old masters in the drama,
in history, and in philosophy. The schoolmen of the twelfth
and the succeeding century strove to awaken the mind of
Europe from its deep sleep, by speculations and discussions
which were as ingenious and subtle as they were unquestion-
ably barren of fruit. But in truth the glory of these ages
was outside the Gothic world. ~It was then while the
modern European intellect lay folded up, or rather had not
yet opened, that the Saracenic genius blossomed. The
renown of this people in arms was succeeded by a yet higher
fame won in the fields of the severer sciences. To their
knowledge of algebra and chemistry they added an enviable
acquaintance with ancient letters and learning, and no country
did they conquer on which they have not left the marks of
their original intellect and their exquisite taste. All these
labourers contributed to the setting up of the modern world.
And yet into how small a compass have all these labours
now come. The Saracenic noon, which shed a short but
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brilliant day on the south of Europe and the north of Africa,
has set in the night of Islam. The political institutions of
the Goths, found to be incompatible with the modern liberties,
are now in course of removal. Even their architecture, the
earliest and the loveliest product of the northern mind, is
unsuited for a worship in spirit: and its imposing majesty
and grandeur can never again be united with utility unless
adoration should be replaced with pomp, and a worship of
soul by a ceremonial performed solely by the body. But
there is one notable exception to the stamp of futility and
transitoriness borne by all the labours of the world from the
fifth to the fifteenth century. And these were ages during
which man never rested. He toiled and warred : for, in
truth, there was a seed of unrest at the heart of the nations,
a principle of agitation at the centre of Europe, which made
it impossible that its kingdoms should know repose. This
incessant conflict and friction would have worn out the world
a second time but for one remarkable fact, which merits our
attention ; for it is here that we discern the first signs that
the storm is to abate, and that out of the night of dark ruin
is to emerge the fair morning of a new creation.

Among the new races now occupying Europe, there was
one race of marked and peculiar idiosyncrasy. This race had
been the first to leave their original country—the spacious
region which stretched northward from the Rhine and the
Danube, and which was then the dwelling-place of numerous
but as yet nameless nations. There the earth, held in the
chains of winter, save for a brief month or two in the year,
brings few of its products to maturity ; but the same rigours
that stunt the creations of the vegetable world, nourish into
strength the body of man. From this land of shrubless
plains and icy skies came thé Scots, with frames of iron, and
souls of singular intensity and ardour. To care for their
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flocks, or do battle with their enemies, was alike easy and
welcome to them. To-day, it was the more peaceful part of
the shepherd or husbandman which they were called to
enact ; to-morrow, it was that of the invader and warrior.
Thus did they journey onward : feeling the attraction which
every new day brought with it of richer pastures, and fearing
no enemy who might dispute their advance. Their wander-
ing steps brought them to the Rhine. Its banks were not
yet clothed with the vine, nor its waters reddened with the
slaughter which Caesar was to carry into this region of
physical beauty, but tragic memories, at a future day. An
extemporised fleet of canoes and rafts transports their
families, their camp equipage, and their numerous herds
across the “milk-white” river: and now the tops of the
Vosges attract their eyes and draw them onward. From
the summit of these hills the grassy plains of Gaul are seen
spreading out at their feet. Their flocks now depasture the
plains which the Soane and Rhone water, and on which the
Burgundians are afterwards to find a seat. The Pyrenees
are the limits of their farthest wanderings to the south, and
from the shores of Spain they pass across the sea to Ireland.
In that thinly-peopled country they find room for themselves,
and abundant pasturage for their flocks,—and here their long
journey terminates; but only for the time, for after a few
centuries they cross the channel to a land destined to be
their final home, and to bear permanently their name.
By-and-by this people began to addict themselves to other
pursuits. In the parts into which they have come the first
disciples of the gospel, fleeing from the sword of the Roman
emperors, have found refuge. From these early Christians
they learn a purer faith than any they have brought with
them from their northern home. It is now that it begins
to be seen that to them a higher mission has been assigned
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than to the other tribes, which by this time have begun to
pour down upon the Roman empire. To the latter it had
been said, ¢ Go scatter the fires of judgment over the earth ;”
to the Scots was the command given, “ Go forth and sow
the seeds of new and better institutions.” For a work of
this importance a special preparation was needed. The seed
with which the fields, plowed by the sword, was to be sown,
had to be got ready. A remote and solitary retreat, from
which the sound of battle and the wrangle of the schools
were shut out, must be found for the future ““sowers” of
Europe. With a view to this the Scots were not permitted
to settle within the limits of the empire. They were passed
on from country to country, and at last were compelled to
fix their permanent home at what was styled “ the extremi-
ties of the earth.” There they could pursue without distrac-
tion their work of preparing the seed for their future sowing.
The rising glory of the Roman church could not dazzle them;
the Greek and Oriental philosophies, which had begun again
to fascinate so many minds, could not withdraw them from
the study of that one Book with which they were here shut
in. Their thoughts were left free; their conclusions were
unfettered ; and their theology, drawn from its original
source, was the same with that which the twelve fishermen
had brought from the shores of Galilee in the first century.
Christianity had lost its power in the schools of Alexandria
and Jerusalem ; but it recovered its first purity and vigour
in the silence of Iona ; and, when all was ready, its disciples
came forth from their school amid the western seas to preach
throughout Europe a purified and reinvigorated gospel. It
is the men whom we see in the seventh and following
centuries traversing Europe in the simple attire of sandals, of
pilgrim staff, and long woollen garments, who turned the tide
a second time in the great conflict betwixt Christianity and
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Paganism. Victory had forsaken the standards of Chris-
tianity in the seats of her first trinmphs. The theories of
Origen had covered the East with anchorites ; Rome was
planting the West with colonies of monks. From the school
of Tona came forth missionaries and teachers who laid anew
the foundations of law and order. These were the first
builders, after the Gothic deluge, of the “new heavens and
the new earth,” wherein were to dwell the inductive sciences,
the constitutional liberties, and a purified Christianity ; and,
wherever in after ages these blessings shall e‘xtend, it will
be acknowledged that the march of the new civilisation was
led by the missionaries of Tona.

Other causes, too, operated in the way of perfecting the
isolation. of the Scots during this eventful and formative
period of European history. At nearly the same time when
the Romans were taking their final departure from Britain,
the Scots were crossing the Irish Channel to take possession
of that country which was to be the permanent seat of their
nation. Immediately consequent on these movements,
came another great change which tended still farther to
limit, if not extinguish for the time, the intercourse betwixt
Scotland and the Continent, and especially betwixt Scotland
and that city which was now to reign by her arts as her
predecessor had reigned by her arms. The Frank rushed
down and occupied Gaul. Next came the Goth, who
pushed his bands across the Pyrenees into Spain. Thus,
suddenly a wall of barbarism arose between the Scots and
the nations of the Continent. That wall kept them separate
for well nigh two centuries. The cessation of intercourse
betwixt them and their continental neighbours is strikingly
marked by the mystery, and even awe, with which the
writers of the period refer to Britain when it happens to
them to mention its name. They speak of it as a land

IL c
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which men trembled to visit, which was overhung by a
cloud like that of night, and in which walked the dole-
ful shapes which haunt the darkness. But, in truth,
nothing better could have happened for British Christianity.
Barbarous tribes were rushing to and fro upon the con-
tinent of Europe, giving its cities to sack, its fields to devas-
tation, and extinguishing the lights of human learning and
divine revelation. In Rome, the ancient saying was
being fulfilled, “the day goeth away.” The churches,
now beginning to gather beneath her sceptre, sat in deep
eclipse. She had wandered from the evangelical path, and
could not show the true road to others. Nevertheless, in
proportion as she became unfit to lead, the more ambi-
tiously did she aspire to that high office. It was at this
moment, when the prestige of her great name, and the arts
she had begun to employ, might have wielded a seductive
influence upon the Christians of Britain, that this partition
wall of heathen barbarism suddenly rose between them and
Rome. For two whole centuries they were shut in with
the Bible—the book which Augustine boasted had in his
day been translated into all the languages of the world.
They drew their system of Christian doctrine from the
Scriptures, and they framed their simple ecclesiastical polity
on rules borrowed from the same divine source. They asked .
Rome to tell them neither what they should believe, nor
how they should govern themselves. They had found a
better instructor, even the Spirit speaking in the Scriptures ;
and they neither owed nor owned subjection to any authority
on earth.

These two centuries of isolation were a singularly fruitful
period in Britain, and in particular in the northern half of
the island. They were a spring-time thrice welcome after
the long dark winter of heathenism which had gone before.



A SECOND MORNING IN SCOTLAND. 36

Christianity, indeed, had been planted in the country some
centuries previously, but its organisation was feeble, the
times were unsettled, the spirit of ancient Paganism was
still in the air; and, as the result of these hostile influences,
there had set in a period of decay. But now there came a
second morning to Scottish Christianity. That morning
broke on our country not from the Seven Hills; it descended
upon it from the skies. Vigorous evangelistic agencies
sprang up, one after the other, on our soil, by which the
Christianisation of our land was carried to its northern-
most shore.

The tempests of Gothic invasion were overturning the
Roman empire in continental Europe; and although it could
not be said to be peace in Britain, yet, compared with
the furious storms that were raging abroad, the convul-
sions that agitated the atmosphere of our country might
almost be termed a calm. We had no Attila or Alaric, but
the Picts from the north, and Scots from Ireland, were
making periodic raids into the British kingdom of Strath-
clyde; and the pagan Jutes, Angles, and: Saxons, were
ravaging the eastern border of England. Nevertheless, in
the midst of these convulsions and alarms, the good work °
of evangelisation went on in our land, and the foundations
of the Christian Church were laid deeper than before.

Great Christian individualities now appear on the historic
stage. Of some the names still survive; and we can form
to ourselves a tolerably well-defined picture both of the men
and the work which they did. At the earlier epoch, that is,
the first Christianisation of Scotland, although we were con-
scious that the light was growing, we could not discern the
agencies by which it was being spread. But it is different
now. Great personalities stand out before us in connection
with the evangelisation of our country. Simple in life and
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courageous in spirit, they are seen prosecuting their work
with devoted zeal in the midst of manifold confusions and
perils. We see them establishing centres, from which they
attack and subjugate the heathenism of the surrounding
district. 'We see them kindle with strategic tact a line of
lights at certain intervals from end to end of our country;
and the evangelic day steadily grows in brightness from the
appearance of the first beacon on the shores of the Solway,
to that greater lamp which burned at Iona, and in such
splendour, that its light, shining beyond the shores of
Britain, penetrated the darkness of Gaul, of Germany, and
of regions lying still farther north.

No authority outside our island, no foreign church or
bishop, originated or directed this movement. It arose on
our own soil, and was carried out by our own sons. Its
authors sought no permission to preach, to baptise, to plant
churches, and to rule them, even from Rome. Their anoint-
ing was from a higher source. One of the earliest evan-
gelists, as we shall afterwards see, is reputed to have visited
Rome, with what benefit to himself or to his work is not
apparent ; but with this exception, the early Scottish
- preachers of the gospel learned it from the Bible, sitting at
the feet of mnative doctors, who sent them forth to teach
others so soon as they judged them qualified and to whom
they returned to tell how they had sped in the discharge of
their commission.

Thus the Church of Scotland, placed in isolation, and
growing up under native tutorship, was independent from
the first. She was free born. It never occurred to her to
ask right to exist from any foreign church whatever. She
found that right in her Heaven-bestowed charter; and the
confirmation of a hundred pontiffs, or a hundred councils,
would not have added one particle of weight to it. She
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honoured the Church of Gaul, and she honoured the Church
of Rome, though her esteem of the latter might have been
less, had she stood nearer to it and known it better; and
she adopted what she believed to be good wherever she
found it ; but she called no church “mistress” in the way of
framing herself on its model, much less of submitting to
its government.

While affirming the historic fact of the independence of
the British churches of the period, we must add that it does
not concern us to establish that the early Church of Scotland
was not prelatic; nor does it even concern us to establish
that it was Presbyterian. The men of that day are not
our rule; their opinions and their actings do not bind us.
We go higher—higher in time, and higher in authority—for
examples to follow, and models on which to frame ourselves.
It is the pattern shown to us on the page of the New
Testament, and it alone, with which we have to do. There
is our exampler. The early Scottish evangelists may have
done right or they may have done wrong; that determines
nothing as regards the divinely appointed method of con-
ducting the affairs of what Holy Scripture calls the “kingdom
of heaven.” We have here to do with the question only as a
historic one. And all history attests that the plan of evan-
gelisation adopted by the earliest founders of the Scottish
Church was simple, that it was the plan which they judged
best adapted to the circumstances of their country, and that
in following it out they acted with conscious and perfect
independence of all exterior authority. Details will come
before us afterwards. Meanwhile it deserves.our notice,
that by the opening of the seventh century the Church of
Scotland was so consolidated in both her doctrine and her
autonomy, that she was able to resist the wiles of Rome,
which now, the wall of separation thrown down, approached






CHAPTER 1V.

NINIAN — SCENE OF HIS YOUTH — CONVERSION — FIRST
EVANGELISTIC LABOURS—MODE OF EVANGELISING.

THE breath of a new life was moving over the land. This
new life created new men. The new men constituted a new
society. 'Till this time hardly had there been social life
in Scotland. There had been chiefs, clans, nationalities,
and these nationalities had formed combinations and
alliances for war; but the elements which conspire for
the creation of social and civil life were lacking. Each
man in his innermost being dwelt apart. Christianity, by
imparting a common hope, brought men together, and
summoned into being a new and powerful brotherhood.
Around this new society, all interests and classes, all modes
of thought and of action began to group themselves. On
this root grew up the Scotland of the following ages. Three
great personalities—great they must have been since they
are seen across the many ages that have since elapsed—Ilead
us onward into the wide field of Scottish history.

The first Scottish individuality that stands out distinct
and bold before us is NiNtan.! He was born in Galloway

! His name is variously written. In the Roman martyrology his name
is Ninian. In Bede it is Nynias. In William of Malmesbury, Ninas.
In Scotland he is popularly called Ringan. The authorities consulted
for the life of Ninian are Bede and Ailred, abbot of Rievaux. These are
the two primary authorities. The secondary and minor ones are the

author of the ‘‘Lives of the English Saints,” a work attributed to the
Rev. John Barrow, D.D., late Principal of St Edmund Hall, Oxford .
2
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towards the middle of the fourth century; the exact year
of his birth, no biographer has ventured to fix. A
Briton by blood, he was a subject of the emperor by
birth, seeing his native district was comprehended in the
Roman province of Valentia, of which the boundaries
were the Clyde on the north, and the Solway or Roman
wall on the south. On the west it extended to the Irish
Sea, and on the east it was co-terminous with the Roman
province of Bernicia. Ninian’s father was a British king.
So has it been affirmed. But we have not been told where
the dominions of this king lay, and in the absence of any
information on the point it is not easy to conjecture. The
limits of the Roman empire extended at that time to the
shores of the Clyde; and it seems vain to look for the
kingdom of Ninian’s royal father on the south of that river.
And it would seem equally vain to look for it on the north
of it; for beyond the Clyde was the region of the Picts.
There seems, therefore, no room for such a potentate as
some have conjured up to grace the descent of the earliest

Dr Forbes, bishop of Brechin; Dr Skene, Historiographer Royal for
Scotland ; and others. * Ailred’s Life of Ninian was first printed by John
Pinkerton (London, 1789), from a fine manuseript in the Bodleian library
at Oxford. Pinkerton’s ¢‘Life” has been inserted in the ¢ Historians
of Scotland,” after having been carefully collated with the Bodleian MS.,
and amended in some places, by Bishop Forbes. Ailred tells us that he
derived his materials for the biography of Ninian from an earlier Life of
the Saint, ‘‘ Barbario Scriptus.” But neither the abbot of Rievaux, nor
the barbarous writer who preceded him, tell us much more about Ninian
than had been previously communicated by Bede. Both are indebted for
their facts to the monk of Jarrow. The *‘Life” by Ailred, is meagre
in its facts, but rich in miracles and prodigies. In this respect it is a
picture of the twelfth century, in which it was written, not of the Apostle
of Galloway in the fourth. We have not followed slavishly any of
Ninian’s biographers. We have taken the liberty to form our own judg-
ment as to what manner of man he was. Discarding legend we have
looked at Ninian in the light of hig age, the work he did, and the records
that remain of it; and from this complex view we have arrived at our
own conclusion, touching his character and his aims.
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of Scottish evangelists. ‘“ When you hear of Ninian being
a king’s son,” says Alford, naively, “ consider that it is the
language of legendaries who are very liberal in bestowing
that title. By it they understood the princes and petty
chiefs of the provinces of whom Britain in every century
had plenty.” The statement of Camerarius, that he was
the son of a small chieftain, best accords with the facts of
his life as well as with what is known regarding the state
of society at the time. It was evidently no common home
in which Ninian grew up. His education had more than
the usual care bestowed upon it. He enjoyed advantages
of home training and foreign travel which would never have
fallen to his lot had he been peasant-born.

The landscape on which the youthful eyes of the future
evangelist rested was thinly inhabited and poorly cultivated,
and apt, when the scud came up the Solway from the Irish
Sea, to look a little gloomy. It was a rolling country of
knolls and woodlands and grazing grounds, traversed by
silvery rivulets which flowed into the Solway, beyond whose
broad placid stream rose the dark hills of Westmoreland. It
was dotted, moreover, by the mud huts, or dry-stone houses
of the inhabitants. In the midst of these poor abodes there
rose, but at wide intervals, edifices of a somewhat more
pretentious character. These more imposing structures
were churches ; and they owed their attractiveness rather to
the contrast they offered to the humble dwellings around
them, than to any grace of architecture, for their construc-
tion was of the simplest and rudest kind. Their wall of
wattles, plastered with clay, was surmounted by a roof of
thatch. So humble were the sanctuaries of the early
Britons.

The district had already been Christianised. It had now
for some centuries been under the civilising influences of the
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Romans, but its religious life had cbbed of late, and the
sway of Rome was now becoming dubious and intermittent.
As a consequence, the inhabitants passed their lives amid
frequent alarms and wars. The Picts and Scots hovered
on their northern border, ever on the watch for a favourable
opportunity for a raid into the debatable land betwixt the
two walls. Such opportunities were of but too frequent
occurrence, as the wretched inhabitants knew to their cost.
The midland Britons had leaned for defence on the sword
of Rome; the Roman Power was now about to with-
draw ; and left without protection in the presence of fierce
and warlike enemies, the Britons greatly needed the
invigorating power of a revived Christianity to inspirit
them to withstand their invaders. It would still farther
tend to the security and quiet of the Britons if they should
carry the olive branch of a religious revival into the wild
country on the north of them. The Christianisation of the
region would moderate if it did not bridle those furious
blasts that ever and anon were bursting in from Pictland,
and which left traces so frightful on the unhappy country
lying betwixt the Clyde and the Solway. Such, possibly,
were the views with which Ninian began his evangelisation.

We behold Ninian at the opening of his career. What
were the stages of his inner life previous to his coming forth
as a public teacher 2 This is precisely what his biographers
have not told us. We would have been well content to
have been without the account of the miracles with which
they have credited him, if only they had given us some of
his experiences and wrestlings of soul. No one comes forth
on such an errand as Ninian’s, and at such a time, without
having undergone a previous, and, it may be, prolonged and
severe mental discipline. ~So was it, as we shall sec in the
sequel, in the case of one of the greatest of his successors,
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and doubtless it was also so in the case of Ninian himself.
But the length and severity of his inward training we have
been left to conjecture. “Our saint,” says one of his
biographers,! “was in infancy regenerated in the waters of
baptism ; the white garment which he then put on he pre-
served unsullied.” The business of his conversion is here
despatched in two sentences; but the process described is
too summary, and, we must take leave to say, too mechanical
to satisfy us of its reality. It is light, not water, that renews
the soul. We should like to know how the light entered,
and by what stages Ninian passed to the full apprehension
of those great truths which alone can impart to the soul a
new life, and open to it a new destiny. His parents, pro-
fessedly Christian, had told him, doubtless, that Christ was
a Saviour. This was a fact which it was pleasant for
Ninian to know, even as it is pleasant for one in health to
know that there is a physician within reach, although he
feels no present need to avail himself of his skill. But one
day Ninian fell sick—sick at heart, sick in soul ; and he saw
that his sickness was unto death—eternal death. Already
he felt its sting within him, and a horror of great darkness
fell upon him. The morning. came, brightening the waters
of the Solway, and scenting the flowers that grew along its
banks, but now its coming brought no joy to his spirit.
What availed these delights to one who felt himself encom-
passed by a night on which no morning would ever rise ?
He hid himself from the face of companion and friend. He
communed with his own heart, and wept in the silent
glen or by the solitary sea-shore. It was now that the
fact, heard before, returned to his memory, with new and
infinite significance, even that there was a physician who
could heal the soul. He threw himself at the feet of this
1 Lives of the English Saints, St Ninian, chap. ii. 21. London, 1845.
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physician, and was healed. A new life had entered into
Ninian. He had been born again into a new world.

Ninian now looked with new eyes upon the world of men
and women around him. He saw that they too were sick
unto death, even as he himself had been, though they knew
it not. How could he forbear pointing these unhappy
multitudes to that same physician who had wrought the
“miracle of healing” upon himself? The multiform misery
under which his native province groaned confirmed and
intensified his resolution to make known the good news to
its inhabitants.

The Christianity of the second and third centuries, which
had created not a few beautiful lives, and fostered the order
and prosperity of the province, was rapidly declining. There
were still pastors in the church, doubtless, but they exercised
a shorn influence, and they ministered to dwindling flocks.
Of the population not a few had forsaken the sanctuary for
the grove, and were now worshipping at the altars under the
oaks. The counsels of scripture and the maxims of experi-
ence had been alike disregarded, and the Druidic shrines
which the fathers spared to cast down, had become a snare
to the sons. On every side was heard the loud laugh of
the scoffer and the ribald jest or profane oath of the open
profligate. Meanwhile disaster was gathering round the
province. The Romans were retiring beyona” the southern
wall; and with their retreating steps was heard the advanc-
ing tread of the Picts and Scots. No longer held in check
by the legions, these fierce marauders were breaking over
the northern boundary, and inflicting untold calamities on
the men of Valentia. The unhappy Britons were in an evil
case. The night was often made terrible by the flames of
burning raths, and the “morning ghastly by the hideous
spectacles it disclosed, of the inhabitants slaughtered, or
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carried captive. Fordun says: “O vengeance of Heaven,
exclaims Geoffrey, for past wickedness! O madness in the
tyrant Maximus, to have brought about the absence of so
many warlike soldiers! . .. The enemy plied them (the
Britons of Galloway) unceasingly with hooked weapons,
wherewith the wretched populace were dragged off the
walls, and cruelly dashed to the ground. . . . Then they
speedily summoned the peasantry, with whose hoes and
mattocks, pickaxes, forks, and spades, they all, without dis-
tinction, set to work to dig broad clefts and frequent
breaches through the wall, whereby they might everywhere
readily pass backwards and forwards.”?

It was amid scenes like these that the daily life of
Ninian was passed. What could he do to lessen the
weight of a misery so intolerable? Such, doubtless,
was the question he asked himself as he listened to the
oft-recurring tale of rapine and slaughter. He could not
recall the legions, nor could he chase from the northern
frontier the hordes that were crowding to it and swarming
over it. But might he not do something toward restoring
the manhood of the Britons, who, instead of facing courage-
ously their foes, were sending their “groans” to Rome for
help. He knew enough to understand that Christianity is
by far the mightiest creative power in the world. Rome
had withdrawn her egis; might he not replace it with the
gospel, that nurse of bravery as of virtue? Such were the
aims with which Ninian entered on his work.

The transition involved a great sacrifice of ease. His
youth had been passed in the tranquil pursuit of knowledge,
surrounded by the comforts, if not the elegancies of home.
The quiet of the study, and the delights of the family, must
now be forsaken, and he must brace himself for thankless

1 John of Forduw's Chronicle of the Scottish Nation, lib, iii. cap. 10.
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labour among a rude and semi-barbarous population. The
Romans were retiring, and the thin lacquering of civilisation
which they were leaving behind them had been purchased
at the cost of the enervation of spirit which their long
dominancy had engendered, and the love for Italian vices
with which they had inoculated the simple natives. More-
over, Ninian’s missionary labours must be performed on a
field liable to the sudden incursions of war, exposing him to
daily peril, and compelling him to be the frequent witness
of the agonising sights which war brings in its train. Nor
could he flatter himself that his mission would be welcomed
by his countrymen, or that either his person or his message
would receive much consideration or reverence at their
hands. They were returning to the altars of the Druid,
and were in no mood to receive meekly the reproofs he
might find it necessary to tender to them for their apostacy.
They were more likely to deride and scoff than to listen
and obey. It was an evil time. The early glory of the
British church had faded. When the altar of the Druid
smoked in the land, the Britons were saying, it was better
with us than now. There was then no ravaging Pict, no
slaughtering Scot. But since the old shrines had been cast
down, we have never ploughed our fields, or reaped our
harvests -in peace. We will return to the service of our
fathers’ deities. With returning superstition had come
dark minds, reprobate consciences, inhuman dispositions,
and violent deeds. Such were the men among whom
Ninian went forth to begin his missionary labours.

At the hands of the presbyters or bishops—for these two
names were then employed to designate the same men and
the same office, that, to wit, of the pastor of a congregation
—at the hands of the presbyters and bishops that remained
in these degenerate times to the British church of Valentia,
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did Ninian receive ordination. A late writer, speaking of
the British church of that period, tells us that “a regular
hierarchy with churches, altars, the Bible, discipline, and
the creeds existed,” in it, and that “we know this from
many sources.”! We are not told what these sources are,
and we are unable to conjecture. But till we do know we
must take the liberty to believe that this “hierarchy” in
the early British church is a work of pure imagination. We
possess a contemporary, or nearly contemporary description
of the British church of Valentia in Ninian’s day, We refer
to the “Confessions of Patrick,” written a few years later.
There we can see only two offices, those of presbyter and
deacon, in this church. If this is the “hierarchy” which
this writer has in his eye, we grant that it did exist; but let
it be noted that this is the simple hierarchy or order of the
New Testament church: not the pompous gradation of
offices and dignities which the Church of Rome instituted
in the fourth century. That this was the order of the
church of Valentia in Patrick’s day, appears from the fact
that his father was a deacon, and his grandfather a pres-
byter ; and of higher offices he says not a word ; and such,
doubtless, was the order of that same church in Ninian’s
day? The existing state of things, as revealed in the
records of the time, make it undoubted that Ninian went
forth to begin his evangelisation among his countrymen,
holding no ecclesiastical rank save that of plain presbyter,
or, to use the alternative designation, bishop. Had Ninian

! Bishop Forbes, Life of St Ninian, p. 28 ; Hist. of Scotland, vol. v.

2 Even two centuries later there was but one ecclesiastic, and he a
Roman pervert (see vol. i. 329) who was reckoned a bishop in all the
region of the Picts, Scots, and Britons. Prior Richard, writing of the
year 689, says, ‘‘ At that time he (S. Wilfrid) was the sole bishop in all
the territories of King Oswi, that is, in all the nations of the Bernecians,
the Britons, the Scots of Lindisfarne, the Picts, for Candida Casa had
not yet had a proper bishop.”—Hist. Ch. of Hexham, p. 22, Surtees ed.
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been a monk of the twelfth century he would have gone to
Rome to seek consecration, and on his return would have
perambulated his native province in mitre and crosier, fol-
lowed by a suitable train of ecclesiastical subordinates.
Ailred of Rievaux, who wrote his life in the twelfth century,
when Gratian of Bologna was embodying the forgeries of
Isidore in his “Decretum” as historic facts, does indeed
send Ninian all the way to Rome for authority to teach the
ignorant people of his native province the gospel. And
Alford detains him not less than twenty-four years in Rome,
and occupies him all that while in the study of the doctrine
and discipline of the Western Church. Such are the
astounding statements of his twelfth century biographers.
That Ninian should deem a period of twenty-four years
requisite to qualify him to preach to his simple countrymen,
or that he should wait till a generation had passed away
before returning with the evangelical message to Britain, is
what is capable of belief only in the century in which it was
first advanced—the century that accepted the Isidorean
forgeries, and made them the foundations of Canon Law.
We offer no refutation of these statements. Their huge
improbability, indeed absurdity, place them beyond the
need, we had almost said beyond the possibility of refuta-
tion.! ;

What plan did Ninian follow in his missionary labours ?
None of his biographers have introduced him to us as he
appeared while engaged in his ordinary every-day work.

! His biographer, Ailred, says, ‘“He ordained priests, consecrated
bishops, arranged the ecclesiastical orders, and divided the whole country
into parishes.” This is probably the chief authority on which the Bishop
of Brechin rests the statement given above. Ailred’s statement refutes
itself. To facilitate the working of this imaginary hierarchy, Ailred
makes Ninian divide the whole-country into parishes. But it is agreed
on all hands that parishes were unknown in Scotland for about 600
years after Ninian.
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Ailred invests him with a halo of miracle ; and seen through
this luminous haze, his figure appears of more than mortal
stature. A preternatural glory, according to Ailred, now
broke on the wilds of Galloway. These moorlands became
the scene of the same mighty works, which were wrought
in Galilee when the Messiah opened his ministry. Ninian
healed the sick, opened the eyes of the blind, cleansed the
leper, and raised the dead. These stupendous acts conquered
the incredulity and disarmed the hatred of his country-
men to the Gospel. So says his biographer, with an air so
simple and confiding, as to leave no doubt that he firmly
believed the truth of what he wrote, and could hardly deem
it possible that any one should question the miracles of the
saint. There will be only one opinion, we should think,
among our readers, regarding these astounding statements ;
and yet some of Ninian’s modern biographers seem half
inclined to believe that the saint did, indeed, possess mira-
culous powers, and that the extraordinary acts attributed
to him by Ailred are not altogether fabulous.

The real Ninian, however, was simply a home missionary.
In the circumstances of his time and country, he could be
nothing else. Had we met him in his daily round of labour,
we should, most probably, have seen nothing at all remark-
able about him ; nothing materially different from the same
functionary whom we see, in. our own day, prosecuting his
labours in our city lanes and amid our rural hamlets. Had
we understood his ancient tongue, we should have found
Ninian telling to his countrymen the same message which
the colporteur and the missionary carry to the outcasts of
our own age. Truth acts upon the mind in essentially the
same manner in every age—the same in the fourth as in the
nineteenth century; and the teacher who would combat
vice and dispel ignorance must adopt radically the same

I D






CHAPTER V.

NINIAN VISITS ROME—HIS JOURNEY THITHER—ROME
IN NINIAN'S DAY.

By-AND-BYE there comes a change over Ninian. The
simple missionary of Galloway sets out on a visit to Rome.
So do all his biographers relate, though none of them on
what seems perfectly reliable authority. As we see him
depart, we fear lest Ninian may not return the same man he
went. The Church of Rome was just then beginning to
forsake the simple path of the Gospel for the road that leads
to riches and worldly grandeur. As yet, however, her early
glory was in good degree around her, although the prestige of
the old city on the Tiber, and the rank to which her pastor
had by this time climbed, was filling the air of western
Christendom with a subtle, intoxicating element, which was
drawing to Rome visitors from many lands who felt and
yielded to the fascination. Of the number we have said
was Ninian. Damasus, in whom the papal ambition was
putting forth its early blossoms, then filled the Roman See.
The pontiff welcomed, we cannot doubt, this pilgrim from
the distant Britain. He saw in his visit an omen that the
spiritual sway of the second Rome would be not less ex-
tensive than the political dominion which the first Rome
had wielded. This journey painfully convinces us that even
in Britain, Ninian had begun to breathe Roman air. This
is seen in the motives attributed to him for undertaking
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this journey to “the threshold of the Apostles.” He began
to suspect that the Christian pastors of Britain did not
know the true sense of Scripture, and that he himself was
but imperfectly grounded in it, and that should he go to
Rome and seat himself at the feet of its bishop, he would be
more thoroughly instructed, and the Bible would reveal to
his eye many things which it refused to disclose to him in
the remote realm of Britain.

We know of nothing in the Bible itself which warrants
the belief that it is a book which can be rightly understood
in but one particular spot of earth, or truly interpreted by
only one class of men. It bears to be a revelation to man-
kind at large.

“There is nothing more certain in history,” says Bingham,
“than that the service of the ancient church was always
performed in the vulgar or common language of every
country.”! TFrom her first foundation it was the pious
care of the church, when a nation was converted, to have
the Secriptures translated into the tongue of that nation.
Eusebius says, “they were translated into all languages,
both of Greeks and barbarians, throughout the world, and
studied by all nations as the oracles of God.”2? Chrysostom
assures us that “the Syrians, the Egyptians, the Indians,
the Persians, the Ethiopians, and « multitude of other
nations, translated them into their own tongues, whereby
barbarians learned to be philosophers, and women and
children, with the greatest ease, imbibed the doctrine of
the gospel.”® Theodoret asserts the same fact, “that every
nation under heaven had the Scripture in their own tongue ;
in a word, into all tongues used by all nations in his time.” ¢

1 Bingham, Origines Ecclesiastice, vol. v., p. 90. London, 1719.
2 Eusebius, Prepar. Evang., lib. xii., cap. 1.

3 Chrys., Hom. in Ioan.

4 Theod.; Bingham, Origines Eccl., vol. v., p. 96.
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The long residence of the Romans in the country had
familiarised the provincial Britons with their tongue, and
had access to the Word of God in Latin, and, doubtless
also in Belgic or Armoric, if not British Celtic. The Bible
till now had been regarded as a book for the world, to be
translated, read, and interpreted by all.

But towards the opening of the fifth century it began to
be whispered that this was an erroneous and dangerous
opinion. Only episcopal insight, and especially Roman
episcopal insight, could see all that is contained in this
book. Ordinary Christians were warned, therefore, not to
trust their own interpretations of it, but to seek to have it
expounded to them by that sure and unerring authority
which had been appointed for their guidance, and which
was seated at Rome. It is easy to see with what a halo
this would invest that old city on the banks of the Tiber,
and with what authority it would clothe its pastor. It was
the first step towards the withdrawal of the Book, and the
installing of the Roman bishop in its room as the sole
dictator of the faith and the sole lord and ruler of the
consciences of men.

These arrogant assumptions would seem to have gained
so far an ascendancy over the missionary of Galloway, that
he forsook for a while his labours among his countrymen
who so greatly needed his instructions and guidance, and
set out towards the eternal city. He crossed the Alps, it
is said, by the Mons Cenis pass,—in those days a rugged
path that wound perilously by the edge of black abysses,
and under horrid rocks and gathering avalanches. His
biographer, Ailred, in enlarging on the motives which led
him_to undertake this journey, speaks of him as assailed
by the temptation “to throw himself on the resources of
his own mind, to trust to the deductions of his own intellect,



54 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND.

either from the text of Holy Seriptures, or the doctrines he
had already been taught. For this he was too humble.”

Shielded by his humility from the snare to which he was
exposed, that even of exercising the “right of private judg-
ment,” Ailred makes Ninian break out into the following
soliloquy, expressive of ideas and sentiments altogether
foreign to the fourth century, but which had come to be
fully developed in the twelfth, when Ailred puts them into
Ninian’s mouth. “I have in my own country,” Ninian is
made to say, “sought him whom my soul loveth, and have
not found him. T will arise: I will compass sea and land
to seek the truth which my soul longs for. But is there
need of so much toil? Was it not said to Peter, thou art
Peter, and upon this rock will I build my church, and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it? In the faith of
Peter then, there is nothing defective, obscure, imperfect :
nothing against which evil doctrine or perverted sentiment,
the gates as it were of hell, could prevail. And where is
the faith of Peter, but in the See of Peter? Thither,
certainly, I must go, that leaving my country, and my
relations, and my father’s house, I may be thought worthy
to behold with inward eye the fair beauty of the Lord, and
to be guarded by his temple.” !

There was now at Rome a galaxy of talent, which,
doubtless, helped to draw Ninian thither. Jerome, and
others, whose renown in learning and piety filled Christen-
dom, and has crossed the ages to our own days, were then
residing in that city. These men had no sympathy with
the rising tide of superstition, or the growing ambition of
the popes; on the contrary, they strove to repress both,
foreseeing to what a disastrous height both would grow if

1 Life of Ninian, by Ailred, chap. 2; Historians of Scotland, vol. v. ;
Lives of the Eng. Saints, Ninian, p. 39.
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allowed to develop. But their presence dignified the old
city, and the simple grandeur of their character, and the
fame of their erudition, shed upon Rome a glory not greatly
inferior to that of its first Augustan age. It was natural
that Ninian should wish to see, and to converse with these
men. '

The Ttineraries and the Roman roads, portions of which
are still traceable on the face of England, enable us to track
the route by which Ninian would travel. Starting from
Annandale, he crosses the Solway and traverses the great
military way to Carlisle. Thence he would continue his
journey along the vale of the Eden and over the dark hills
of Stanemoor. We see him halt on their summit and take
his parting look of the mountains amid which he had passed
his youth. As he pursued his way, many tokens would meet
his eye of the once dominant, but now vanished, power of
the Druids. Here and there by the side of his path would
be seen oak groves felled by the axe, dolmens overturned,
and stone circles wholly or in part demolished. Even in
our day these monuments of a fallen worship are still to be
beheld in the north of England : they were doubtless more
numerous in Ninian’s time.

Resuming his journey, Ninian would next cross the moor-
lands that lie on the other side of the Stanemoor chain.
The Roman road that runs by Catterick would determine his
path. Traversing this great highway, not quite obliterated
even yet, and then doubtless in excellent condition, seeing it
led to the main seat of the Roman government in Britain,
Ninian in due course arrived at York.

This city was then one of the main centres of Christianity
in Britain. It had its schools of sacred and secular learning;
nevertheless its predominant air was still Roman. It had
its courts of Roman judicature, its theatres, baths, mosaic
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pavements, and tutelary shrines within the walls; and
suburbs in the Italian style. It was honoured at times with
the presence of the Emperor. It was, in fact, a little Rome
on English soil. From York our pilgrim would proceed by
the well-frequented line of Wattling Street to London, and
thence to Sandwich, where he would embark for Boulogne.

Ninian’s steps are now on Gallic earth. He beholds
around him the monuments of an older civilisation than
that of his native Britain. Pursuing his way he arrives at
Rheims, a city which, in little more than a century after-
wards, was to witness the baptism of Clovis, an event which
gave to the “church” her “eldest son,” and to France the
first of its Christian kings. Lyons is the next great city on
his route. Here Ninian’s heart would be more deeply
stirred than at any previous stage of his journey. The
streets on which he now walked had been trodden by the
feet of Irenseus: for Lyons was the scene of the ministry
and martyrdom of that great Christian Father. Every object
on which Ninian’s eye lighted—the majestic Rhone, the
palatial edifices, the crescent-like hills that walled in the
city on the north—all were associated with the memory of
Irenzeus, and not with his memory only, but with that of
hundreds besides, whose love for the Gospel had enabled
them to brave the terrors of the “red-hot iron chair:” the
form of death that here awaited the early disciples of
Christianity. As Ninian ruminated on these tragedies, for
they were of recent occurrence and must have been fresh in
his knowledge, he accepted these morning tempests, now
past, as the pledges of a long and cloudless day to Christian
France. Alas, Ninian did not know, and could not fore-
cast, those far more dreadful storms that were to roll up in
the sky of that same land ii-a future age and drench its soil
with the blood of hundreds of thousands of martyrs.
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Not long does Ninian linger on this scene of sad but
sublime memories. Again he sets forth. His steps are now
directed towards those white summits, which, seen across
the plains of Dauphine, tower up before him in the southern
sky, and admonish him that the toils and perils of his
journey are in a measure only yet beginning. The Alps
were already passable, but with extreme difficulty and
hazard. The legions, marching to battle, and the merchants
of the Mediterranean coast, seeking the markets of Gaul,
had established routes across them; but to the solitary tra-
veller the attempt to climb their summits was an arduous
and almost desperate one. He was in danger of stepping
unawares into<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>